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1.1.
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students, for which the College exists . Although, since 1970, the College has
steadily extended its service to a broader and more diverse community of
learners in terms of age, experience , interests and educational needs, it
seeks to keep a firm eye on its central academic aim: the development of the
capacity of responsible indeyend~t thought.
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HISTORY (continued)

GOALS:

THE EDUCATIONAL GOALS OF SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE

The goal of Saint Mary's College is to be an outstanding Catholic institution
of higher education dedicated to developing the student's capacities foE
respJID_sibl L independe~t t hought,' ::!pir~tWil: grow~n. iC~"!.!.e c it iz ensh ip and a
pr ~ductive lif e.
In seeking to meet its goals, the College draws s~re-~ '°'
from three great traditions - - Catholic, Liberal Arts, and Lasallian.
The College seeks to maintain its Roman Catholic character, striving to create
an environment where Christian concerns occupy a central place in learning and
community life, and where guestions of faith and practice inform all aspects
of the educational proces-; , The College welcomes members of all religious
traditions to share in its special Catholic heritage and to contribute from
their own, believing that an atmosphere of open discussion is essential for a
liberal education and for students to make their religious heritage genuinely
their own.
The College seeks to animate all of its educational programs with the spirit
of the liberal arts. The liberation of mind, which is the essence of the
liberal arts tradition, requires that students in all disciplines develop the
habits of looking twice, of asking why, of seek ing no t only facts but
~
undamenta l princip.ie.s.. The College thus seeks to deve l op a curr1CU1.um
sufficiently diverse and contemporary to meet the needs of all of its
students, but unified in the respect it pays to the intellectual achievements
of the past and in the demands it makes on the powers of analysis and
expression. To help the student become mature and proficient in the ways of
knowing is the ultimate goal of this liberal e ducation .
The College seeks to meet the educational challenges posed by the legacy of
Saint John Baptist De La Salle, the founder of the Christian Brothers, and is
thus primarily a teaching institution. While the pursuit of scholarship is
valued for expanding the frontiers of knowledge, it is especially valued when
it informs the lives of students with the joys of that pursuit and the
benefits of that knowledge. The Lasallian legacy also urges the College
continuously to renew its perspectives and resources to serve new generations
of students, and to foster an educational and social milieu in which the good
of students is primary and concern for them is personal. In sustaining its
Lasallian heritage, the College affirms both the Word and the World, expanding
its sense of community and obligations of citizenship.
The College takes pride in its rich institutional diversity as it strives to
be faithful to the best in its past, yet alert to the possibilities of the
future . While recognizing the tensions that can exist among the competing
demands of its educational traditions the College embraces the creative
challenge to all members of the community to affirm and enact its common
principles of faith, intellect and service.
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Accreditation

Saint Mary's College is nationally recognized as a standard four-year college
and is accredited by the Vestern Association of Schools and Colleges, by the
California Commission on Teacher Credentialing and by the American Montessori
Society. The Intercollegiate Nursing Program is accredited by the California
State Board of Registered Nursing and the National League for Nursing .

